[Gender differences in anesthesia management].
Men and women have different body compositions such as fat and fluid, and hormonal environments which affect both pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics of anesthesia-related drugs. The knowledge on gender differences in the effects of these drugs has been accumulated. We firstly focus on gender differences in the depth of anesthesia, intraoperative awareness and emergence from anesthesia. Then, gender differences in the effects of commonly used anesthesia-related agents are discussed. Although there have not been remarkable differences demonstrated, better understanding of the difference may lead to satisfying perioperative anesthetic cares for each sex.